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Disaster squad. The FBI Disaster Squad, consisting Of
specially trained fingerprint experts, will, upon request,
assist in the identification of victims killed in major
tragedies such as transportation accidents, explosions,
storms, and fires, During FY 1971, this Squad's services
were called upon in four major air crashes.

Uniform Crime Reports

The Uniform Grime Reporting Program, which has been
administered by the FBI since 1930, collects, analyzes,
and publishes crime figures for the United States, This
information is published by the FBI in the form of four
quarterly reports to demonstrate current crime trends as
well as in a comprehensive annual report,

These compilations are the only nationwide measure
of the volume of crime and types of criminal behavior and
are used by officials at all levels of government, Members
of Congress, law enforcement administrators, sociologists,
penologists, judges, students, and others concerned with
the crime problem and the administration of justice,

New programs are under way in a number of States
whereby data are being collected at the State level and
furnished the FBI at this level rather than direct from all
local agencies, This will streamline the program and pro-
vide a better quality product. With the assistance of
the FBI, other States are working to implement such
programs.

Other publications, In addition to these crime reports,
the FBI publishes for the benefit of the law enforcement
community other information and authoritative data,
Among the most important publications of this type is
the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin, which is widely dis-
seminated to police officers,

National Crime Information Center

The FBI's National Crime Information Center, a com-
puterized information system for local, State, and Fed-
eral criminal justice agencies, is linked by leased communi-
cations lines to terminal devices, including other com-
puters, in law enforcement agencies in all f>0 States, the
District of Columbia, and Royal Canadian Mounted
Police Headquarters, Ottawa, Canada.

The system stores data concerning stolen property and
persons wanted for the commission of serious crimes en-
tered by the various participating agencies. These data are
available for immediate retrieval through any terminal
device tied into the system.

The National Crime Information Center has been
operational since January 1967, and at the close of FY
1971, the total number of records stored in the Center's
files reached 2,799,000, marking a better than 38 percent
increase over the previous fiscal year. During June 1971,
transactions on the system totaled 2,002,000 with a daily
average of 67,000 as compared with a daily average of
53,000 in June 1970.

'Hits," or positive responses to inquiries, averaged
about 600 daily during June 1971, These positive re-
sponses resulted in the recovery of stolen property and the
apprehension of wanted felons, in many cases far removed
from the location where the theft occurred or the warrant
was issued.

Criminal histories. Under development for inclusion in
the National Crime Information Center is a file of crimi-
nal histories for use by courts, corrections officers, and
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